
Broadway Avenue
STREETSCAPE

Project

Bolton & Menk, an engineering firm from
Mankato, MN and Jones, Haugh & Smith, an Al-
bert Lea engineering and surveying firm have
been chosen by the City Council to prepare con-
struction plans for the Broadway Avenue recon-
struction and streetscape project. The primary
project includes Broadway Avenue from Main
Street to Fountain Street and includes a redesign
of Fountain Lake Park and the intersection of
Fountain Street and Broadway Avenue. The pro-
posed William
Street Plaza next
to the historic
Freeborn National
Bank is also in-
cluded in the de-
sign project. A
secondary project
is the design of
Broadway Avenue
from Main Street
south to Front
Street.

Several firms re-
sponded to the re-
quest for
proposals and
four firms were interviewed. The interview team
included the Director of Public Works, City engi-
neering staff, the Director of Community Devel-
opment and City Council member, Larry Baker.
The firms selected were chosen on the basis of
knowledge about the community, surveying work
that was previously completed, and their record
on similar projects.

Bolton & Menk will begin collecting design infor-
mation and prepare preliminary concepts for
public review. The previously designed concept

for the Broadway Streetscape prepared by archi-
tect Patrick Waddick will serve as a guide to the
project. Modifications may occur based on de-
sign criteria and public response. There will be a
public response opportunity in May and June
2012. A review group of affected property own-
ers will be established to assist with and react to
the design concepts.

The streetscape project will install new utilities
within the street,
replace the street
and sidewalk sur-
faces, and remove
the steam tunnels
that still exist
below some of the
sidewalks, some
of which are still
accessible from
within buildings.
Street lighting will
be replaced as will
l a n d s c a p i n g .
Construction will
take place from
building face to
building face, the

full width of the 100 feet of street right of way.

Once the concept and preliminary engineering
have been completed and approved by the com-
munity, final design plans for construction will be
completed and the project will be bid for con-
struction. Construction is anticipated to begin in
May 2013.

Questions regarding this project should be re-
ferred to Director of Public Works Steven Jahnke,
507-377-4326 or sjahnke@city.albertlea.org.
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Broadway Ridge
Renewal Grant
As part of the streetscape
project, the City is offering
matching grants from
$25,000 to $50,000 to re-
furbish the fronts of down-
town buildings. The owner
will give a facade easement
to the City in exchange for
the grant. The proposed im-
provements will need to be
reviewed and approved by
the Heritage Preservation
Commission. Improvements,
once completed, will need to
continue in their historic con-
text. 

For more information,
please contact Bob Gra-
ham, Director of Community
Development, (507) 377-
4316 or 
bgraham@city.albertlea.org

Small Projects
Matching Grants
A matching 50/50 grant of
up to $2,500 is available for
projects such as window re-
placement, movable
awnings, signs, and other
non-structural façade im-
provements without the re-
quirement of a façade
easement agreement. An ar-
chitect is still required to re-
view the project and
determine that there are no
structural issues. There is a
five year waiting period be-
tween the use of two $2,500
matching grants, however,
the owner may apply for the
larger grant within the five
years and the first $2,500
will be subtracted from the
larger grant maximum
award. If a larger grant is
approved an easement
agreement will be required.

• May 1, 2012 – Preliminary design complete

• May-June 2012 – Public comment period:
the consultant will hold a series of meetings
to gain input regarding the streetscape design

• December 1, 2012 – Final design completed

• February 2013 – Award construction contract

• May 2013 – Start construction (Phase 1)

The first phase includes all the work from Main
Street to Fountain Street including the William
Street plaza and improvements to Fountain Lake
Park.

The next phase will be from Main Street to Front
Street. The consultant chosen would complete
the streetscape design work along with Phase
1, but the work would not be completed until
2015 to coincide with a mill and overlay project
of Broadway Avenue by Mn/DOT in 2015.

Streetscape Project Timeline

An Architect’s rendering of the downtown after the
streetscape is finished.



The City has been contacted by seven downtown
property owners regarding the Broadway Ridge
Grant Funds.  If property owners are interested
in doing façade work in 2012 they should con-
tact Community Development Director Bob Gra-
ham to get an application and plans in place.
The grant policy does require plans to be pre-
pared by an architect knowledgeable of historic
characteristics and the design guidelines of the
Heritage Preservation Commission need to be
followed.

Community Cornerstone is part of AZ-1, Inc., a
local ministry.  The building will include a public
coffee shop and game area on the first floor.
The second floor will be a dormitory for residents
returning to and transitioning back into the com-
munity after being involved in various programs
including treatment for substance abuse.  The
lower level will be class rooms, conference
areas, and counseling activities open to residents
and the community.  The activities in the building
including the coffee shop will add activity to
Broadway Avenue and enhance other businesses
along Broadway Avenue.

Community Cornerstone has received a
$50,000 Broadway Ridge Renewal Grant for
front and side façade repair and improvements.
The grant is being matched plus additional fund-
ing for this project estimated at $112,000 just
for the façade improvements.  The grant does
not apply to interior improvements.  All interior
walls have been removed and the inside will be
a complete remodel.

The architect for the project is Tim Reisnour from
ZRT.  

So far windows have been replaced on the first
floor, a basement floor was poured, and interior
demolition is taking place.  Second floor win-
dows will be replaced and decorative historic
features will be added to the store front.  Please
take time to observe the changes taking place
on Broadway Avenue.

Did You Know?
The sewer and water utilities
within the street on Broad-
way are approximately 90
years old! In addition, there
are heat tunnels that run
under the sidewalks and the
tunnels are over 100 years
old and deteriorating. The
tunnels provided a conduit
for steam pipes that were
used to heat downtown
buildings. The heat source
was the coal fired electric
power plant that was lo-
cated south of the Freeborn
County Courthouse.

Broadway Avenue
Streetscape Project is
a newsletter published
by the City of Albert
Lea in an effort to
keep the community
up to date on recon-
struction of Broadway
Avenue.

If you have any ques-
tions or would like to
be added to our email
list, please contact
The City of Albert Lea,
221 E. Clark Street, 
Albert Lea, MN 56007 •
507-377-4330 or email 
info@city.albertlea.org 

Broadway Ridge Renewal Grant Funds

The front windows have been replaced
and the wood and casings around them
have been rebuilt.

View of the new windows in the
entryway of the building.

The upper windows will be replaced and
decorative features such as above will be
added to the storefront.


